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November 19, 2007
Croatia win European play-off

Posted on 11/19/2007 in European Championships

Croatia defeated Israel by five runs in a play-off in Tel Aviv on Sunday to secure
promotion to European Division Two.

In the first cricket international to be held in Israel, Croatia batted first and made 152 for
7, the innings underpinned by 51 from their captain, John Vujnovich.

In reply, Israel slumped to 7 for 3 before Isaac Massil and Herschel Gutman added 62 for
the fourth wicket, but as they pushed for quick runs wickets fell. They were still up with an
asking rate that kept below six an over, and with two overs remaining they needed 12 -
and six off one - with their final pair at the wicket. But Croatia took that wicket to secure
promotion.

“The significance for Israeli cricket is amazing,” said Stanley Perlman, President of the
Israel Cricket Association and captain for the historic match. “It was the first time that any
country has come to play an international game of cricket in Israel and it was a great
occasion. Our visitors from Croatia followed in the footsteps of their football and
basketball teams who are regular visitors.

“The event was a huge success and we hope it is the start of more teams coming to play
here in Israel.”

Richard Holdsworth, the ICC regional development manager, who was also match
referee, said: "The following and publicity this match has received is great news for the
promotion of the game in Israel. Several hundred boys and girls watched the match live
at the stadium, and many participated in a lunchtime cricket demonstration match.

"The future of the game is about these young people, and they were thrilled with their
experience of being part of the first ever international match played in Israel".

Croatia now head to Guernsey in July 2008 for the Division Two event while Israel head
back to Division Three.

October 15, 2007
New artificial wicket in Croatia
Posted on 10/15/2007 in Croatia

Some two and a half years after a group of Air Traffic Controllers working in Split, Croatia,
founded the Sir Oliver Cricket Club, its members have installed an artificial grass wicket
on its match and practice facility. ICC Europe provided 75% of the costs and club
members funded the remainder.
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Posted on 10/03/2007 in Ireland Switzerland (1)
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The ICC Europe Cricket Committee (ECC) have confirmed Ireland as the host for next

year's European Division One Championship. Thailand (8)
UAE (19)
They lasted hosted the tournament in 2002 when 12 teams participated. In the past five USA (91)
years, however, six more countries have joined including Europe's four High Performance Uganda (49)
Program countries: Denmark, Ireland, Scotland and the Netherlands. Norway - who won
Division Two in 2006 - also join Italy. Under-19s (10)
Vanuatu (9)

Vietnam (1)
World Cricket League (25)

Meanwhile it was also confirmed that Guernsey will host the Division Two Championship ~ RALllERE I CREE VA EERNBIVETT N ()
in August, a six-team tournament which includes France, Germany, Gibraltar and Jersey.  RUATERoNER)
The sixth place will be decided later this year when Croatia meet Israel on November 18.

The previous championship, hosted by Scotland in 2006, crowned Ireland as the
European Champions and 2008's event will also feature three official one-dayers.
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