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2010 
Raffle 

 
 

In the first ever Croatian Cricket 

Raffle, the 200 tickets are selling 

faster than a Sachin Tendulkar one 

day double century. 

 

In an increasing attempt create an 

awareness of Cricket in Croatia, it 

was decided to hold a Raffle in New 

Zealand, Australia and South Africa. 

 

The raffle gives two lucky people 

the opportunity to travel to Croatia 

for two weeks and stay at the luxury 

Radisson Blu Resort on the 

Dubrovnik Riviera, breakfast  

 

 

included. The prize also includes 

two return economy class airfares  

from any major airport in Australia, 

New Zealand or South Africa, as well 

as airport transfers. 

 

The projects we will be funding with 

the use of the raffle monies will be 

in the areas of Junior Development, 

Facility Improvement, Cricket 

Education and Social initiatives. 

 

 

 

The Croatian Cricket Federation 

would like to thank all our members 

and sponsors for the work done in 

order to make this project a reality. 
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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
As the 10th anniversary of Croatian 
Cricket's first appearance on the 
international stage approaches, we can 
truly look back with great pride at what 
has been achieved during this decade. 
There shall be time for reflecting on those 
sometimes turbulent, sometimes 
frustrating but mostly wonderful, 
successful and rewarding years – in which 
many of the building blocks necessary for 
the development and establishment of 
cricket in Croatia were laid. 
 
But that time has not yet come.  Whilst 
our on-field success was admirable, 
especially when the circumstances under 
which this was achieved are taken into 
consideration, our off-field performance 
needed a little polishing if we were to 
realise our full potential. 
 
Many centuries ago, a wise man said 
“Every body persists in its state of being at 
rest or of moving uniformly straight 
forward, except insofar as it is compelled 
to change its state by force impressed” 
(Newton’s first law). 
 
Thanks to the vision and dedication of the 
executive committee under the leadership 
of Jasen Butković, we realised that in 
order to travel on the route we wished to, 
we would need to “impress a force upon 
our body” and hence firstly to strengthen 
the mortar holding together the building 
blocks we’d created along the way.  In a 
process that really started almost 2 years 
ago, and was aided by advice and support 

from ICC Europe, a concerted effort was 
made to improve our governance and 
take a professional approach to the 
seemingly burdensome task of 
administering the Federation’s affairs. 
 
It soon became apparent that we had 
outgrown the governance structure that 
was in place and an immediate overhaul 
was required.  We are grateful for the 
support of our members, who backed us 
up in this bold transformation process, 
and we are pleased to announce that our 
new constitution has been formally 
registered with the relevant authorities in 
Croatia and has been approved by the 
Croatian Olympic Committee and ICC. 
 
We are confident that the new 
governance structures provided for by the 
new constitution are the right ones for us 
as we continue the challenging task of 
growing cricket in Croatia, and that these 
structures shall remain relevant for the 
foreseeable future.  A copy of the 
constitution is available in both Croatian 
and English on our impressive new 
website, which was launched in February 
of this year. 
 

 
AGM discussion….. 
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At our recent Annual General Meeting, a 
new executive committee was elected to 
carry on the transformation process, and 
its members are: 
Zdenko Leko (President) 
Marko Ivković (Vice-President) 
Jasen Butković 
Robert Dumančić 
 
Congratulations to all on their election, 
and thanks in advance for the hard work, 
commitment and dedication I know you 
will put in over the next 4 years of our 
mandate.  It is a particular pleasure to 
lead such a team – all of whom have been 
heavily involved in Croatian cricket since 
its inception.  In support we have our 
Chief Administrator, Craig Sinovich, and 
will over the coming weeks form the 
requisite specialised committees. 
 
The collective experience of the above 
team will be a tremendous advantage 
since the demands being placed on 
cricket’s governing bodies – by the ICC, 
local authorities and institutions as well as 
our own members and supporters – are 
ever increasing.  So too is the number of 
stakeholders in Croatian cricket – and it is 
our duty and responsibility to ensure the 
well-being and advancement of the sport 
here in Croatia, and also the success of 
our national teams in international 
competitions. 
 
The challenge is great – so too are the 
rewards.  We have proven many times in 
the past that we thrive on challenges – so 
we have every reason to be confident that 
the rewards are around the corner. 
 

NIKOLA DAVIDOVIĆ IN SPAIN 

 
 
My name is Nikola Davidovic a 19 year old 
Croatian national living in Split, Croatia. 
Cricket is my life passion.  My home club is 
Sir Oliver Cricket Club, Split, and in 2009 I 
made my debut for the Croatian national 
side.  
 
Many cricket fans from around the world 
are surprised that we play the great game 
in Croatia, even more so when they are 
told we recently celebrated our bi-
centenary.  
 
Under the authority and guidance of the 
Croatian Cricket Federation, cricket is 
thriving in Croatia, in 2010 we will have 8 
teams competing in our domestic 
competitions. 
 
I was very proud and privileged to be 
nominated by our Cricket Federation to 
participate in the ‘ICC European Emerging 
Players Programme’ to be held at the La 
Manga Sports complex in Spain between 
15th and 20th March 2010. I was ‘over the 
moon’ when I was selected by ICC Europe 
to be one of the 12 fortunate students, 
joining 3 lads from Gibraltar, 2 from Italy, 
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2 from the Isle of Man, 2 from Denmark, 1 
from Israel, and 1 from Greece. 
 
On March 14th I departed from Split to La 
Manga via Rome and Madrid arriving at 
Alicante airport in the early hours of 
Monday 15th  March . Horror of horrors I 
was there but my luggage was not – I later 
discovered that it was in the ‘black hole’ 
which is Rome airport.  
 
Not an auspicious start to an experience I 
had been looking forward to for so long. 
However I need not have worried because 
with the much appreciated help of the 
coaching staff and my fellow students I 
was able to participate fully in the 
programme until my luggage caught up 
with me on Tuesday, one day into the 
schedule of events 
 
My specialty is medium fast bowling 
although like most bowlers I also 
fancy myself as a stylish attacking 
batsman, time will tell!  
 
My main hope from the course was that 
the coaching staff would iron out my 
‘stuttering’ run up and final delivery 
stride, which I knew were affecting my 
accuracy. My expectations were far 
exceeded, in a manner which I did not 
anticipate.  
 
One of the most common answers to my 
‘problems’ is shorten your run in but in my 
case the coaches felt by lengthening my 
run up I would achieve a smoother more 
balanced approach.  
The coaching staff also worked upon the 
angle of my body during my run up and 

my follow through. I am delighted with 
the results and cannot wait to put them 
into match practice. 
 
Before I left for La Manga I was aware that 
my batting stance was very ‘open’ and I 
half expected to be advised to change it 
into a more orthodox position. However 
the coaches were content that if I felt 
comfortable with my stance I should stick 
with it. They did instruct me to ‘pull’ my 
hands into closer to my body and this has 
helped my balance when playing shots.  
 
I had a particular weakness against slow 
bowling, my problem, it was pointed out, 
was that I was committing myself to play 
the stroke too early, with a few simple 
exercises with the coaches ‘feeding’ me 
with tennis balls I think I have overcome 
this problem.  
 
Again I look forward to putting the 
changes in my technique to the test in 
match situations.  
 

 
 
The cricket facilities at La Manga are 
excellent; there are 2 playing pitches and 
4 artificial net lanes. We also had the use 




